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http://www.vva920.org/

Membership Update: (7-31-2025) VVA-218 AVVA-26 Total-244

President’s Corner

Brothers and Sisters,

Reminder - we are “dark” (no meetings) in November and December due to the meeting dates falling
within Thanksgiving and Christmas week.

Veterans Day 11-11 at 11:00 - Honor Guard will present Colors. All Hands On Deck.

Mark your calendars for our Christmas Gathering on Tuesday, December 9" at Noon.
RSVP-Food Sign-Up is attached. Please remember your stuffed animals!!

As we move into the holiday season, we wish you and your loved ones a safe & enjoyable time. Happy
Thanksgiving! May you be blessed with good health.
Thanks,
Dan Washburn
VVA 920 President

Veterans Thanksgiving Turkey Meal baskets pickup is Sunday, November 23rd
between 10:00 am & 12:00 noon in the parking lot of the new Denton CBOC.

** Cut-off for adding names to list is November 8th. **
Please, call Horst Poethke at 214-763-9513 to add your name to the list.
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VVA 920 Honor Guard
2025 Stand Down
10-30-2025

Page 2 of 5



Meeting Information:

Date: Meet the 4th Tuesday of Each Month
Loc: 6900 FM 2153, Aubrey, TX 76227
Meal At— Noon

Meeting Start Time: 12:45 pm

Officers (2025-2026)

President: Dan Washburn
Vice President:  Gary Raines
Secretary: Steve Knox
Treasurer: Robin Kain
Director: Garrold Roberts
Director: Rev. Bill Coburn
Director: Bill Roberson

Sergeant at Arms Randy Grizzle
Sgt. of the Guard Alan Lessard

Committee Leads

Chaplains - Tom Silva & Rev. Bill Coburn
Historian — Alan Lessard

Honor Guard - Alan Lessard

Membership — Steve Knox

Motor Pool Sergeant - Horst Poethke (avva)
Newsletter Editor - Anita Washburn (avva)
Public Affairs — Frenchy Rheault

Quarter Master - Horst Poethke (Avva)
Scholarship — Lloyd Kinnison (avva)
Steward — Horst Poethke (avva)

Support Services — Steve Knox
Webmaster - Anita Washburn (avva)

Honor Guard Activities:
Alan Lessard, SOG

Honor Guard Practice
Alan will notify for November 2025

October Military Rites
None

If you have not received a

Quilt of Valor

Contact:
Barbara Angel — 940-206-3027

L

W

Support Services

If you need assistance, please visit the
Support Services at:
https://www.vva920.org
or call 940.387.9920 & leave message.

Support Services works with the Denton
County Veterans Coalition Navigators to
access county wide resources.

Support Services also sends Care
Packages to active duty, deployed
soldiers in addition to card support for
VVA members & families.
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VVA 920 - Quilts of Valor

| If you have not received a Quilt of Valor, the RWB Bee would like to honor you
and your service to our country. We can award at a monthly meeting, or if you

I prefer, we will come to your home. If you know a member who has not yet I
received a quilt, let me know and we will reach out to them. :

Please call or text your contact information to Barbara Angel at 940-206-3027. |
I Thank you.

Green Valley School Historical Society

The Green Valley School, now a community center, has a rich past, dating back to 1919 when
it served as a schoolhouse for local children. Over the decades, it became a cherished
gathering place, but after its closure in 1949, the building began to decay slowly. In 2008, the
members of Vietnam Veterans Chapter 920 stepped in, dedicating over 15,000 volunteer
hours to restore it. By 2013, it opened its doors as a modern community center under the care
of the Green Valley School Historical Society.

Fast forward to 2025, we are facing a new challenge. Significant repairs are needed, including
replacing rotting siding and updating the aging facilities. Many of the Vietnam Veterans who
worked on the original restoration are deceased and the remainder are no longer physically
able to help due to advance age. We urgently need your support. Every donation will help
cover the current repairs and ensure the center remains a vibrant part of our community for
generations to come. Your contribution is tax-deductible, and together, we can continue this
legacy.

Thank you for your support! https://gofund.me/9e9e02c9

Christinas 1s coming!/
VVA 920 Annual Christmas Gathering
Tuesday, December 9, 2025 at Noon
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VVA 920 member Jim Stodola has copies of his book available for $30.00
Cell: 940-736-1533 Email: eenergy52@yahoo.com

THE SAGE OF
CAPTAIN
LOWBOY

EXPERIENCES, ADVICE AND .l
PHILOSOPHY

_BY JIM STODOLA o
The Sage of Captain Cowboy, it has taken me years to write this book.
My travel columns are in there. Steve Knox once told me that when he read my travel
columns, it was just like him being there with me.
I begin with an exciting chapter on the airlines. In this I give advice as to how you can
get over your fear of flying. The book is sprinkled with advice. In another chapter I tell

you how to win your bets, not lose them.

I have about 80 of my sayings in the book, here are two of them as an example. “There
are four things you need in life, WD-40, duct tape, silicone caulking, and love. The
greatest of these is duct tape.” Here’s one more: “Never trust a town that has more
churches than it has bars.”

I give a lot of advice, for example to speak up, to take chances. I have broken a lot of
rules but never to hurt anybody, but only to get something accomplished. Later in life I
ran across MacArthur’s saying, “The things you will be remembered for are the rules
you have broken. Guys, just don’t break the laws.”

So let this book be an inspiration to you

Ahh, speaking of inspiration. I once delivered a sermon from the pulpit of the
Methodist Church. People told me afterwards how mind opening it was, saying they
never thought of that, and you taught me really to think.

The final chapter, some of you may at first disagree with me. Don’t come after me
with a baseball bat. Just write your own damn book. But I swear, in time what I
say will be borne out.

It has cost me about $40 to produce this book, but I am selling it for $30 and believe
me it’s a bargain.

Thanks,
Jim
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